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FITZROY CROSSING — ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
Statement 

HON JAMES HAYWARD (South West) [6.29 pm]: I want to bring the Parliament up to speed with some of the 
issues that are facing the community of Fitzroy Crossing. I had the opportunity to travel up there last week to have 
a look at some of the water issues as part of my responsibilities as shadow Minister for Water. I met with people 
from both sides—the Indigenous community, people who do not want any development on the Fitzroy River or have 
some concerns around that, and other stakeholders as well. I held one meeting in Broome and it was raised with 
me that there were some issues in the town, particularly with young people and the level of crime and antisocial 
behaviour the town is facing. 
When I got to Fitzroy Crossing and sat down with people who had been showing me around their stations and 
talking about their aspirations in terms of water, for the first 30 minutes they did not want to speak about water at 
all. All they wanted to talk to me about was some of the tremendous challenges that that small community is facing. 
They are in the midst of a crime spree that they probably have not seen before. Two weeks earlier some young 
people had stolen a car and rammed a police vehicle, causing it to roll over. It was not a normal patrol car; it was 
a large Toyota four-wheel drive with a cage on the back, and one of the officers was hurt in that crash. It was also 
reported to me that there are sometimes between 80 and 100 young people milling around the main highway and 
causing a bit of grief to people travelling through. There have been reports of trucks having their windscreens 
smashed and people having their cars stolen. They are having a really tough time. 
I have already had the chance to speak to Hon Kyle McGinn, and I have not yet had a chance to speak to Hon Peter 
Foster, Hon Rosie Sahanna or Hon Stephen Dawson, but I want to raise this issue with them and point out that this 
is a community with real needs. There are no easy solutions; I completely accept that. I think the police are doing the 
best job they can do, but that town needs some people with real passion to get up there and meet with the community 
and help them to recover from what they are going through at the moment. 
I understand that there is a group of around 30 young people who are recidivist offenders and potentially the core 
group responsible for these difficulties. The unemployment rate there has grown by about 16 per cent over the last 
four or five years. Members who are more familiar with our space than I am will know the exact figure, but there 
are some real challenges in trying to engage people. I do not think they are evil young people; I just think they are 
caught up in a way of living that needs to be intervened upon, and we need to give them some support. 
I encourage regional members, if they are able, to get up there or to talk amongst themselves about who would be 
the best person or people to go up there to try to give that community some support. There will need to be some more 
resourcing; the police, the department for child protection and family support, the Department of Health and others 
will need more support. This is a community in a real crisis and in a lot of need. Trucks will no longer drive through 
there at night. It is on a major trucking route; there are effectively only two roads into Western Australia—one in 
the north and one that comes across the Nullarbor. Trucks will no longer drive through there after dark because their 
windows will get smashed. The Greyhound coach service, which has been running up there forever, has rescheduled 
its service so that it goes through the town only during the day. The difficulty is that if this continues, the people 
who try to provide local shops and services for the town will inevitably pack up and leave because it will get too 
difficult, and that will further isolate the community. 
I will not take up any more of members’ time; I would just like to encourage the members with responsibility for 
that area to do the best they can. I know Hon Kyle McGinn will be up in Broome on Thursday, and I look forward 
to hearing about what you guys are able to do. 
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